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WEDDING INVITATION WORDING

You can certainly have fun with the design of your invitation, but a good place to stick 

to tradition is in the wording. It will make your parents happy, won’t confuse your 

guests, and really who doesn’t love a little Emily Post etiquette sometimes?

Please read through this document and decide which format is most appropriate for 

you. If you have questions about your particular situation that are not addressed here, 

feel free to contact us.

Please use this editable electronic document to submit your wording decisions. We 

will also accept your text in a Word document if more convenient for you!

WORDING QUICK  T IPS

m r .  a n d  m r s .  j o h n  j a m e s  s m i t h

r e q u e s t  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  y o u r  c o m p a n y

a t  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r

Emily Elizabeth
t o

Jason Adam Hutch
s a t u r d a y ,  t h e  f i f t h  o f  o c t o b e r

t w o  t h o u s a n d  t w e l v e

a t  s i x  o ’ c l c k  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g

b a y v i e w  b o t a n i c a l  g a r d e n

c h a r l e s t o n ,  s o u t h  c a r o l i n a

b l a c k  t i e

For ceremonies held in a
house of worship, the 

“ honour of  your presence”  
is substituted

The host line indicates who is 
hosting the wedding

Only the bride’s first and middle 
names are used as her last name 
has been listed above with her 
parents’ names

“To” is traditionally used for 
Christian weddings or when 
someone other than the bride 
and groom is hosting;“and”  
is used for Jewish weddings

The groom’s full name is used, 
with or without “Mr.”

You would use “half after” six 
o’clock for a wedding at 6:30

Attire not usually specified 
unless Black tie or Black tie 
optional

Evening starts at 6pm. 
Use afternoon for anything 
before (unless it’s a morning 
ceremony!)
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THE  HOST  L INE

The majority of invitation wording questions regard the host line of an invitation. 

Please read on to learn about some common host situations and the proper wording.

Or at the marriage  
of their children 

I F  THE  BR IDE ’S  PARENTS  ARE  HOSTING THE  WEDDING

Mr. and Mrs. John James Smith 

request the pleasure of your company 

at the marriage of their daughter 

Emily Elizabeth

to

Mr. Jason Adam Hatch

I F  THE  GROOM ’S  PARENTS  ARE  HOSTING THE  WEDDING

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Bradford Hatch 

request the honour of your presence 

at the marriage of

Miss Emily Elizabeth Smith

to their son

Mr. Jason Adam Hatch

I F  THE  BR IDE ’S  PARENTS  ARE  HOSTING 

BUT  YOU WANT TO RECOGNIZE  THE  GROOM’S  PARENTS ,  TOO

Mr. and Mrs. John James Smith

request the pleasure of your company 

at the marriage of their daughter

Emily Elizabeth

to

Jason Adam Hatch

son of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Bradford Hatch

or

Mr. and Mrs. John James Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Bradford Hatch 

request the pleasure of your company 

at the marriage of

Emily Elizabeth Smith

and

Jason Adam Hatch
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The woman’s name  
goes first so that  

you don’t break the 
man’s first and  

last name 

I F  YOU PREFER  TO SK IP  SOCIAL  T ITLES

Jane and John Smith

request the pleasure of your company  

at the marriage of their daughter  

Emily Elizabeth

to

Jason Adam Hatch

I F  THE  COUPLE  IS  HOST ING THE  WEDDING

Emily Elizabeth Smith and Jason Adam Hatch 

request the pleasure of your company

at their marriage

I F  THE  COUPLE  IS  HOST ING BUT  WANTS  TO INCLUDE THEIR  

PARENTS  OR  IF  THE  BR IDE  AND GROOM AND THEIR  PARENTS 

ARE  CO-HOSTING

Together with their families

Emily Elizabeth Smith

and

Jason Adam Hatch

request the pleasure of your company  

at their marriage

I F  PARENTS  ARE  D IVORCED AND NOT REMARRIED  OR 

ARE  HOSTING WITHOUT THEIR  SPOUSES

Mrs. Jane Irving Smith  

Mr. John James Smith

request the pleasure of your company

 at the marriage of their daughter

I F  PARENTS  ARE  D IVORCED AND REMARRIED

Mrs. Susan Jones

Mr. John James Smith

request the pleasure of your company 

at the marriage of their daughter

Or at their wedding 
celebration 

No “and” is used 
and they are placed 

on separate lines
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JEWISH  WEDDINGS

According to Jewish tradition, marriages are made in heaven. Men and women are 

brought together to marry one another by God. Women are not married “to” men; 

rather, men and women are joined together in marriage. Because of this tradition,

the joining word on Jewish wedding invitations reads “and” instead of “to.”

Jewish custom also celebrates the joining of two families, so the names of the groom’s 

parents usually appear on the invitation.

DIVORCE D PARENTS

The proper way to word an invitation when the bride’s parents are divorced is to

list the bride’s mother on the first line and to list her father’s name on the line 

beneath it. The lines are not separated by “and.” Traditionally, the bride is “given 

away” by her parents. Therefore, it is generally only the names of the natural parents 

that properly appear on the wedding invitations. 

If you have any questions about listing divorced parents or stepparents, don’t  

hestitate to ask. 

RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL CONSIDERATIONS
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OTHER INFORMATION NEEDED
Other information we will need from you about your wording:

REPLY  CARD

The standard reply by date is one month before the wedding. If you prefer a different 

reply by date, please let us know. Wording for reply cards is fairly standard; however, 

you can have fun with your reply card copy! Let us know if you prefer more traditional 

reply card text (will attend/will not attend) or if you want something more whimsical. If 

you need an entrée selection on your reply card or responses for other weekend events, 

please let us know in advance.

ADDRE SS  FOR REPLY  ENVELOPE

You’ll love getting your responses in the mail! In most cases, the host family will collect 

the reply cards; however, we often times get requests from the bride to collect them.

mr. and mrs.  christopher matthew dawe

request the honour of your presence

at the marriage of their daughter

Ca��ine J�ephine
to

Sean Daas  F�t�
saturday,  the twenty-eighth of september

two thousand nineteen

at half after two o’clock in the afternoon

cathedral of saint matthew the apostle

washington, district of columbia

6424 northpoint drive

Daas, Texas
75230

Mr. and  M�. �r�toph� Da�
6424 northpoint drive

dallas,  texas 75230

M____________________________________________________________________________

welcome reception

_________ A c c e p t s  w i t h  p l e a s u r e    _________ D e c l i n e s  w i t h  r e g r e t

wedding and reception

_________ A c c e p t s  w i t h  p l e a s u r e    _________ D e c l i n e s  w i t h  r e g r e t

please initial each guest’s  entrée preference.

_________ B e e f     _________ Fi s h   _________ Ve g e t a r i a n

the favour of a  reply is  requested by

the ninth of august

M____________________________________________________________________________

welcome reception

_________ A c c e p t s  w i t h  p l e a s u r e    _________ D e c l i n e s  w i t h  r e g r e t

wedding and reception

_________ A c c e p t s  w i t h  p l e a s u r e    _________ D e c l i n e s  w i t h  r e g r e t

please initial each guest’s  entrée preference.

_________ B e e f     _________ Fi s h   _________ Ve g e t a r i a n

the favour of a  reply is  requested by

the third of september

OUTER ENVELOPE FLAP

SIZE: 7.875 X 5.875

PAPER STOCK: SOFT WHITE

PRINTING METHOD(S): LETTERPRESS

INK COLOR(S): NAVY

INVITE FRONT

SIZE: 5.5 X 7.375

PAPER STOCK: SOFT WHITE

PRINTING METHOD(S): LETTERPRESS + GOLD FOIL

INK COLOR(S): NAVY

OTHER: GOLD BEVELED EDGE

INNER ENVELOPE LINER

SIZE: 7.875 X 5.875

PAPER STOCK: LINEN

REPLY ENVELOPE

SIZE: 6.5 X 4.75

PAPER STOCK: BLUSH

PRINTING METHOD(S): LETTERPRESS

INK COLOR(S): NAVY

OTHER: CUSTOM STAMP

REPLY CARD - A LIST

QTY: 100

SIZE: 6.25 X 4.5

PAPER STOCK: SOFT WHITE

PRINTING METHOD(S): LETTERPRESS

INK COLOR(S): NAVY

REPLY CARD - B LIST

QTY: 30

SIZE: 6.25 X 4.5

PAPER STOCK: SOFT WHITE

PRINTING METHOD(S): LETTERPRESS

INK COLOR(S): NAVY

OUTER ENVELOPE FACE

SIZE: 7.875 X 5.875

PAPER STOCK: SOFT WHITE

OTHER: CUSTOM STAMPS

KATIE DAWE INVITE
FINAL

QUANTITY: 100

EVENTS INSERT

SIZE: 15 X 4.6

PAPER STOCK: SOFT WHITE

PRINTING METHOD(S): FLAT

INK COLOR(S): DIGITAL

GLASSINE ENVELOPE - TO HOLD EVENTS INSERT

SIZE: 4.875 X 3.25

PAPER STOCK: GLASSINE
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KATIE DAWE
FULFILLMENT

QUANTITY: 100
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

CALLIGRAPHY

HAND CALLIGRAPHY

COORDINATED BY PINEAPPLE

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

STAMPS

CUSTOM POSTAGE

CBP TO ORDER STAMPS

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

MAILING

PINEAPPLE TO STUFF, STAMP & MAIL

09.27.19 09.28.1909.28.19 info

friday,  september 27

Welc�e Recepti�
6:30 pm -  9:30 pm

sequoia

3000 k street,  nw

washington, d.c.

D r e s s y  C a s u a l

saturday,  september 28

We ing C���y
2:30 pm

cathedral of

saint matthew the apostle

1725 rhode island avenue,  nw

washington, d.c.

B l a c k  t i e  o p t i o n a l

saturday,  september 28

Cocktails, Dinn�
and  Dan�ng

5:00 pm

meridian house

1630 crescent place,  nw

washington, d.c.

B l a c k  t i e  o p t i o n a l

P lea� v�it
o u r  w e b s i t e  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  a b o u t

a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  a n d  w e d d i n g  w e e k e n d  e v e n t s

www.cstietheknot.com

p a s s w o r d :  C H E R RY B L O S S O M
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katie and sean’s

september 27-28,  2019

washington, d.c.

We ing W�k��

mr. and mrs.  christopher matthew dawe

request the honour of your presence

at the marriage of their daughter

Ca��ine J�ephine
to

Sean Daas  F�t�
saturday,  the twenty-eighth of september

two thousand nineteen

at half after two o’clock in the afternoon

cathedral of saint matthew the apostle

washington, district of columbia

6424 northpoint drive

Daas, Texas
75230

Mr. and  M�. �r�toph� Da�
6424 northpoint drive

dallas,  texas 75230

M____________________________________________________________________________

welcome reception

_________ A c c e p t s  w i t h  p l e a s u r e    _________ D e c l i n e s  w i t h  r e g r e t

wedding and reception

_________ A c c e p t s  w i t h  p l e a s u r e    _________ D e c l i n e s  w i t h  r e g r e t

please initial each guest’s  entrée preference.

_________ B e e f     _________ Fi s h   _________ Ve g e t a r i a n

the favour of a  reply is  requested by

the ninth of august

M____________________________________________________________________________

welcome reception

_________ A c c e p t s  w i t h  p l e a s u r e    _________ D e c l i n e s  w i t h  r e g r e t

wedding and reception

_________ A c c e p t s  w i t h  p l e a s u r e    _________ D e c l i n e s  w i t h  r e g r e t

please initial each guest’s  entrée preference.

_________ B e e f     _________ Fi s h   _________ Ve g e t a r i a n

the favour of a  reply is  requested by

the third of september
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KATIE DAWE INVITE
FINAL

QUANTITY: 100

EVENTS INSERT

SIZE: 15 X 4.6

PAPER STOCK: SOFT WHITE
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INK COLOR(S): DIGITAL

GLASSINE ENVELOPE - TO HOLD EVENTS INSERT
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KATIE DAWE
FULFILLMENT

QUANTITY: 100
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

CALLIGRAPHY

HAND CALLIGRAPHY

COORDINATED BY PINEAPPLE

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

STAMPS

CUSTOM POSTAGE

CBP TO ORDER STAMPS

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

MAILING

PINEAPPLE TO STUFF, STAMP & MAIL

09.27.19 09.28.1909.28.19 info

friday,  september 27

Welc�e Recepti�
6:30 pm -  9:30 pm

sequoia

3000 k street,  nw

washington, d.c.

D r e s s y  C a s u a l

saturday,  september 28

We ing C���y
2:30 pm

cathedral of

saint matthew the apostle

1725 rhode island avenue,  nw

washington, d.c.

B l a c k  t i e  o p t i o n a l

saturday,  september 28

Cocktails, Dinn�
and  Dan�ng

5:00 pm

meridian house

1630 crescent place,  nw

washington, d.c.

B l a c k  t i e  o p t i o n a l

P lea� v�it
o u r  w e b s i t e  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  a b o u t

a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  a n d  w e d d i n g  w e e k e n d  e v e n t s

www.cstietheknot.com

p a s s w o r d :  C H E R RY B L O S S O M
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RECE PTION CARDS

It is traditional to include a reception card when the ceremony and reception are  

taking place at two different locations. Reception cards should include the place, time 

(or simply “following the ceremony”) and if necessary, the address of the reception 

venue. They can also be used to specify attire. Traditional reception card wording  

is as follows:

OTHER E VENTS/WEBSITE  CARD

Including insert cards for other wedding events such as a rehearsal dinner, welcome 

party or brunch is becoming the norm with wedding invitation sets. If you would like 

to include insert cards for any of these events in your set, please let us know. This also 

avoids multiple mailings and postage/calligraphy costs. Couples are also including web 

cards to remind guests of their wedding website.

RETURN ADDRESS  FOR OUTER  MAIL ING ENVELOPE

If an invitation doesn’t make it to its final destination, it will be returned to the address

on the envelope. Traditionally, this is the address of the person(s) issuing the

invitation so it can either be the address of the bride’s parents or the address of the

bride and/or groom.

We like to use 
“Dinner and Dancing”
or an alternative title 

for a little more fun

4 1 1 2  b l a i r  d r i v e

Springfield, Illinois
6 2 7 1 2

 

ENVELOPE FLAP

SIZE: EMBASSY - 7.875 X 5.875

PAPER STOCK: SOFT WHITE 

PRINTING METHOD(S): FLAT

INK COLOR(S): NAVY

INVITE

SIZE: 5.625 X 7.375

PAPER STOCK: COOL BLUE, DOUBLE PLY

PRINTING METHOD(S): FLAT

INK COLOR(S): NAVY
REPLY ENVELOPE

SIZE: 6.5 X 4.75 

PAPER STOCK: SAGE

PRINTING METHOD(S): FLAT

INK COLOR(S): NAVY

OTHER: CUSTOM STAMPS 

REPLY CARD

SIZE: 6.25 X 4.5

PAPER STOCK: COOL BLUE, SINGLE PLY

PRINTING METHOD(S): FLAT

INK COLOR(S:) NAVY

ENVELOPE FACE

SIZE: EMBASSY - 7.875 X 5.875

PAPER STOCK: SOFT WHITE 

OTHER: MACHINE CALLIGRAPHY + CUSTOM STAMP

The Future Mr. & Mrs. 
Brock Harding

4 1 1 2  b l a i r  d r i v e

s p r i n g f i e l d ,  i l l i n o i s  

6 2 7 1 2

Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Crossland
7247 Lindell Boulevard

Saint Louis, Missouri 63130

ENVELOPE LINER

(INNER ENVELOPE)
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TEAGAN KING
FULFILLMENT

QUANTITY: 110
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

CALLIGRAPHY

MACHINE CALLIGRAPHY

COORDINATED BY CBP

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

STAMPS

CBP TO ORDER

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

MAILING

CLIENT TO STUFF, STAMP, AND MAIL

TEAGAN KING

INVITATION

QUANTITY: 110

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s

Teagan & Brock
i n v i t e  y o u  t o  c e l e b r a t e  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e i r  n e w  a d v e n t u r e

a s  h u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e

f r i d a y ,  t h e  s e v e n t h  o f  a u g u s t ,  2 0 2 0

a t  h a l f  a f t e r  f o u r  o ’ c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n

t e n m i l e  s t a t i o n  |  b r e c k e n r i d g e ,  c o l o r a d o

d i n n e r  a n d  d a n c i n g  t o  f o l l o w

Kindly reply
b y  t h e  s e v e n t h  o f  j u l y

M________________________________________

w e l c o m e  p a r t y

_____ Y e s ,  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  c e l e b r a t e     _____ U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  n o

c e r e m o n y  a n d  r e c e p t i o n

 _____  H a p p i l y  a c c e p t s     _____  B e s t  w i s h e s  f r o m  a f a r

p l e a s e  i n i t i a l  e n t r é e  c h o i c e  

f o r  e a c h  g u e s t

_____  H e r b  a n d  C h e e s e  S t u f f e d  C h i c k e n  B r e a s t     

_____  G r i l l e d  F i l e t  M i g n o n    

_____  B u t t e r n u t  S q u a s h  a n d  Q u i n o a  H a s h

g o o d b y e  b r u n c h

 _____  I ’ l l  b e  t h e r e  w i t h  b e l l s  o n      _____  S o r r y ,  h i t t i n g  t h e  r o a d

Details Inside

WEB CARD

SIZE: 3.75 X 2.5 

PAPER STOCK: SOFT WHITE, SINGLE PLY 

PRINTING METHOD(S): FLAT

INK COLOR(S): NAVY

P l e a s e  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n

a b o u t  t h e  w e d d i n g  a n d  e v e n t s

b r o c k a n d t e a g s w e d d i n g . c o m

Farewell Brunch
p l e a s e  j o i n  t e a g a n  a n d  b r o c k  f o r  

a  p o s t - w e d d i n g  b r u n c h

s u n d a y ,  a u g u s t  n i n t h ·  1 1 : 0 0 a m  

T h e  K i n g ’ s  A i r b n b  

1 0 2  B r o o k  S t r e e t ,  B r e c k e n r i d g e , C o l o r a d o

EVENTS CARD - FRONT

SIZE: 4.875 x 3.375”

PAPER STOCK: COOL BLUE, SINGLE PLY

PRINTING METHOD(S): FLAT

INK COLOR(S): NAVY

EVENTS CARD - BACK

Before we do, we dine!
p l e a s e  j o i n  u s  f o r  

a  w e d d i n g  r e h e a r s a l  l u n c h  

h o n o r i n g  t e a g a n  a n d  b r o c k

D e t a i l s  o n  b a c k

r e h e a r s a l  a t  n o o n

T e n M i l e  S t a t i o n  
 B L M  R o a d  3 4  0  ·  B r e c k e n r i d g e ,  C o l o r a d o

l u n c h  t o  f o l l o w

C a r t e r  P a r k  a n d  P a v i l i o n  
3 0 0  S .  H i g h  S t r e e t  ·  B r e c k e n r i d g e ,  C o l o r a d o

R e g r e t s  o n l y  t o  C a t h y  H a r d i n g ,  
h a r d i n g c s @ y a h o o . c o m

REHEARSAL CARD - FRONT

QTY: 34

SIZE: 4.875 x 3.375”

PAPER STOCK: SOFT WHITE, SINGLE PLY 

PRINTING METHOD(S): FLAT

INK COLOR(S): NAVY

REHEARSAL CARD - BACK

INSERT ENVELOPE

SIZE: 5.125 X 3.625”

PAPER STOCK: SAGE

PRINTING METHOD(S): FLAT

INK COLOR(S): NAVY

Before they say "I Do" 
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INVITATION

QUANTITY: 110

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s

Teagan & Brock
i n v i t e  y o u  t o  c e l e b r a t e  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e i r  n e w  a d v e n t u r e

a s  h u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e

f r i d a y ,  t h e  s e v e n t h  o f  a u g u s t ,  2 0 2 0

a t  h a l f  a f t e r  f o u r  o ’ c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n

t e n m i l e  s t a t i o n  |  b r e c k e n r i d g e ,  c o l o r a d o

d i n n e r  a n d  d a n c i n g  t o  f o l l o w

Kindly reply
b y  t h e  s e v e n t h  o f  j u l y

M________________________________________

w e l c o m e  p a r t y

_____ Y e s ,  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  c e l e b r a t e     _____ U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  n o

c e r e m o n y  a n d  r e c e p t i o n

 _____  H a p p i l y  a c c e p t s     _____  B e s t  w i s h e s  f r o m  a f a r

p l e a s e  i n i t i a l  e n t r é e  c h o i c e  

f o r  e a c h  g u e s t

_____  H e r b  a n d  C h e e s e  S t u f f e d  C h i c k e n  B r e a s t     

_____  G r i l l e d  F i l e t  M i g n o n    

_____  B u t t e r n u t  S q u a s h  a n d  Q u i n o a  H a s h

g o o d b y e  b r u n c h

 _____  I ’ l l  b e  t h e r e  w i t h  b e l l s  o n      _____  S o r r y ,  h i t t i n g  t h e  r o a d
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 B L M  R o a d  3 4  0  ·  B r e c k e n r i d g e ,  C o l o r a d o

l u n c h  t o  f o l l o w

C a r t e r  P a r k  a n d  P a v i l i o n  
3 0 0  S .  H i g h  S t r e e t  ·  B r e c k e n r i d g e ,  C o l o r a d o
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